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& DISTRICT SPECIALIST SCHOOL

Principal’s Report

Another term has come to an end. The students have been very productive working successfully
through their Individual Learning Goals.

All staff with a Performance and Development plan have had their mid cycle reviews. These
reviews are to discuss their goals and performance. It is great to see they are all on track with
their goals.

We celebrated Education Support Day, thanking staff for working so hard.

Mitchell room enjoyed a fun packed camp to Kyneton. We were very proud of them participating
in all activities in such harsh conditions.

Our netball teams represented our school in a netball tournament at Wangaratta. They did an
outstanding job participating in lots of games against different special schools in our region.

Our soccer team also travelled to Wangaratta to participate in Just for Kicks tournament. Once
again, their participation was a credit to them and the teachers.

We have had a lot of staff and students away sick. Please ensure your child stays home from
school if they are not well.

There have been many opportunities for staff to attend Professional Development days/sessions
this term. These include, STEM, Victorian Curriculum, Vocational Education and Training, Positive
Behaviour Support, Victorian Government Schools Agreement, Respectful Relationships, epilepsy
and diabetes.

Keep safe and enjoy the end of term holiday.

Leah Willis
Principal

Check out the Sunsmart UV Alert Widget on our website, it’s at the bottom of the page and
tells you the UV rating for the day. Our Sunsmart Policy states that hats are to worn
between 1t September and 30" April and when the UV rating is above 3. Don't forget hats
are available at the office $12.50 for bucket hats and $14.50 for broad brimmed hats.

IMPORTANT DIARY DATES
22" September Last Day Term 3
9th October First Day Term 4
10t October Cricket Victoria sessions
10t-12t October Silver Duke of Edinburgh Camp
24th-27t October Sturt Room Licola Wilderness Camp
15t November School Photos
6t November Report Writing-NO SCHOOL
7t November Melbourne Cup Public Holiday-NO SCHOOL
14t December School Concert




18" August

Respect Ayjah Nathan

Safety Gus Ryan, Ebony Lowrie & Dean White

Try Your Best Jeffrey Tomlin & Chris Tomlinson

Milkshake Uniform Award Keely Thorpe & Cooper Scott

23" August

Respect Peter Fitzpatrick, Jazmin Clarke & Ebony Lowrie
Safety Dylan Schmager

Try Your Best Bell Brown-Singh & Xavier North

Milkshake Uniform Award Cooper Scott & Archie Shannon

1t September

Respect Boston Haimona

Safety LLiam Hall & Liam Jeffress

Try Your Best Nick Harbrow

Milkshake Uniform Award Ayjah Nathan & Chris Harbrow

8™ September

Respect Dean Cabading

Safety Laurie Norgate & Ebony Lowrie

Try Your Best Seth Mumford, Hayley Hendrie & Scott Johnson
Milkshake Uniform Award Ned Quinane & Laurie Norgate

14t September

Respect Tori Hehir & Mitchell Viney

Safety Midas Gopolan & Tearna Allcroft

Try Your Best Matthew Peters

Milkshake Uniform Award Liam Jeffress & Tearna Allcroft

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD Bella Brown-Singh, Midas Gopolan, Cooper Scott, Nathan Hendrie &
WINNERS Dean White

Parents and Friends

Our paver fundraiser is going well so far we have sold 48 pavers. If you are still
wanting to purchase a paver please contact the school as soon as possible.

A big thank you (o the Lions Clubs of Shepparton and Cobram for their donations of
81500 and $500 respectively. These funds will be used to assist with the purchase of
pavers for our path in the school sensory garden.

)
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Hovell Room

Wow how time flies when you're having fun! Here we are at the end of term
three. We have been learning about shapes, living things and time — day and
night, among other things. It would be great if you could take the time over the
holidays to go outside, lay down and look at the sky. Talk about the colour and
what you can see. Repeat this activity for both day and night.
We have had a change of teacher at our Friday stadium
session, we said goodbye to Jarryd and welcomed Sandy.

We also had a special story session at the library where we
listened to a story in the native Yorta Yorta language and acted it out with
puppets. We had a visit from Ditto the Lion to teach us to say no, stop, run
and tell an adult if we are feeling unsafe.

Our last swimming session is this coming Monday. We are all so proud of
how much progress they have made this term. Great job everyone.

Last week the Hume Room celebrated eSmart and National Literacy and
Numeracy week with the rest of the school. Kerry read Pig the Winner followed
by some activities, there was a Lego maths tower building competition and Faye
ran the eSmart activities.

This week Hume Room joined Hovell when Ditto the
Lion visited to teach us personal safety.

With only one week left until the end of term, we are
working hard on following the school values of
Safety, Respect and Try Your Best to receive a PBS
movie day. This term Midas has done a great job of
displaying the school values and for his effort he
received the Principal’s Award, for Hume Room, there were many people very
close so keep trying everyone.

Term 3 in Mitchell room has flown! We have had a very busy last few
weeks, where we were busy completing class work, organising camp
and practicing for our talent show that we were to perform on camp.
Our 4 day camp at PGL Campaspe Downs was the
first for a few students in our class. We
S experienced some snow, lots of rain and very cold
1 days, but that didn’t stop us! We still completed
every activity and had some very happy students, who were determined to
overcome their fears of height and speed. The behaviour displayed by each
student was great and the PGL staff were very impressed by us.
We are all ready for a break and to start the final term of the year!

I Q
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Senior Rooms

Independent
Living Skills

Sturt Room

We have had a very busy term in class with our woodwork
projects which have now been completed. Jesse, Gus, Nathan
and Laurie have worked extremely hard with Adam this term
making 7 bat boxes for the local Muckatah Landcare group.
Having never seen what bat boxes look like, the boys did really
well in following the plan to build them and then decided to
decorate some of them. We are extremely grateful to
Yarrawonga Bunnings for their donation of the timber and to
Kim for delivering it to the school and helping with the first
construction. The bat boxes were delivered this week and it is
hoped we can be present when they are put up in the local Reserves in the near future.

We have also made a birdhouse which will be the school’s entry in Rich Glen’s birdhouse
competition. All students had the opportunity to prepare the timber pieces and help in the
construction. Thanks to Mick Hyde for donating the timber and for his guidance in helping
students assemble the birdhouse. After its construction, the birdhouse was decorated by everyone
in the class, each one responsible for a pattern or a picture to put on the birdhouse. It is almost
ready for delivery to Rich Glen on Tuesday, only needing to be grouted which will happen on
Monday. We thank Kerrie Murrell for her expert guidance with the mosaics and the process we
needed to follow to make sure we had a really good finished product. We are very proud of our
birdhouse and hope that the judges like it as much as we do!
e i e il B\PS

Interschool Soccer

On Sunday 28t August, we took a team of students over to
Wangaratta to participate in another Sunday soccer match against
Wangaratta and District Specialist School. We had a great day and
the sportsmanship showed by all the students in both teams was
outstanding. It was also great to have some families spectating the
match. Thanks to the Wangaratta Soccer club for providing teams
with a showbag of goodies and a canteen voucher and to James, Lisa
and Christine for supporting the school on the day. Students involved
were presented with a participation certificate at this week’s
Assembly.
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Fathers Day Brekky
On the 28 of August the Gwynne Room held their Father’s Day stall and breakfast. The day was
a success, with the MPR and Arts Room full of roaming guests and students looking for a last
minute Father’s Day gift. The breakfast was also a success with lots of smiling people enjoying
their egg and bacon roll. Guests began arriving early with their family members, settled in to read
the newspaper and have a chat.
We would also like to say a special thank you to Woolworths for donating the bacon, eggs and
rolls. Thanks also to the P&F for helping on the day, and also thanks for everyone who attended
on the day.
We hope you had a happy Father’s Day!

- Relay4Life
On Friday the 1%t of September the Oasis Village Relay for Life team the
“Movers and Shakers” launched their “Attack on Spring” campaign. As many of
our school team members as possible joined in the event. Our school based Kool Skools band
sang 3 songs including ‘500 miles” by the Proclalmers
Our Leos group, Cobram on the Murray, A
donned their club shirts, gloves and a great
work ethic and participated in a beach tidy up
as a volunteer effort to help their local
community.
A free sausage sizzle was sponsored by our
local Woolworths store.

Natlonal Outdoor Classroom Day 2017

4 On Wednesday the 6/9/17 the Gwynne room
went to the Native Dog Swamp for National
Outdoor Classroom Day. We stopped at the
Boomanoomana South and North School sites
on the way to the Native Dog Swamp. We had
a camp fire and we cooked our damper and
sausages for lunch.

Moira Shire Youth Council

On Tuesday the 12t of September the VCAL class attended the term three Moira Shire Youth
Council meeting in Cobram.

We travelled to the meeting in the school van and joined the other secondary students from Moira
Shire.

We joined in a survey on the Arts and Culture events in the Shire. We got to say whether there
are enough things on in the area for youth.

Later we had a workshop on our Youth Projects that we are running in the next month or so.

The project our school is helping with is a Youth Mental Health Day to be held in Term 4.

moira

SHIRE
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Important Notice For All Parents

Please note that a parent or legal guardian needs to make contact with the school, either
verbally or written in their communication book, in the event of student absences, changes to
bus pick up/drop off or to relay any other important information. It is not appropriate for
students to be passing on this information. As part of our duty of care this information needs
to come from a responsible adult.

Attendance

Here is some important information around school attendance for teenagers. Our school has a
particular focus on improving attendance and we thought this information from the Department of
Education & Training might be useful for parents.

E\ft":r{‘/ How can | get my teenager to school?
Many teenagers seek independence and think they know best. No matter how
‘DAy hard parents try, some students may be reluctant or refuse to go to school.
C_(}UNTS These are some ideas which may assist parents to deal with teenagers and
school refusal. Addressing this attendance issues promptly and setting up good
patterns in adolescence can lead to future success.
Did you know?
e Patterns of late arrival at school or missing classes are early warning signs
e Missing one day of school each week adds up to 2 months missed over a year
o Each day absent has an impact on skill development and social connections
e Poor attendance may be associated with future unemployment, criminal activity, substance abuse, and
poorer health and life expectancy
Some causes of school problems
Some of the more common causes of school problems are underlying learning difficulties or learning
disabilities or behavioural or emotional issues. But there are many other reasons why a young person might
not be engaging fully in their education.
School factors might include:
e bullying
e disliking, or not feeling connected to, the school culture or environment
= disliking school subjects, not liking the choice of subjects, or not feeling challenged by the work
e poor school or academic support, especially in relation to heavy workloads
e not getting along with teachers or other students at school

What you can do

o Actearly

o Talk about the importance of showing up to school every day, make that the expectation. Regular
attendance at school sets up good behaviours for regular attendance at work.

¢ Help your teenager maintain daily routines such as finishing homework and getting a good night’s
sleep. On average, teenagers need 8-9 hours sleep to be healthy and alert. You may also need to
monitor their use of the Internet, mobile phone and TV at night to ensure they are not staying up too late
or being disturbed while sleeping.

e Try not to schedule hair, dental or medical appointments during school hours. Arrange family holidays
during scheduled school holidays so that they don’t miss out on classes and feel left behind. If it is
necessary to be absent from school for an extended period, arrange with your school for a Student
Absence Learning Plan.

e Don't let your teenager stay home unless genuinely sick. Complaints of headaches or stomach aches
may be signs of anxiety.

o Be sure to set a good example — how you meet your commitments impacts on how they will meet theirs.

e Talk to your teenager. What are their feelings about school? What interests them at school? Are there
any difficult situations? It helps if you open these discussions in a relaxed way so that your teenager
knows you are demonstrating concern, not authority.

e Try to be aware of your teenager’s social contacts. Peer influence can lead to skipping school, while
students without many friends can feel isolated.
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e Encourage meaningful extracurricular activities that your teenager enjoys, such as sports and clubs, to
develop positive relationships and experience success outside of a classroom setting. These activities
can help your child feel part of the group, important to the school, and more motivated.

e Monitor your teenager’s attendance and school performance. Periodically check with their teachers to
find out how things are going. If you find it difficult to contact several different teachers by phone, try
email. Alternatively, the year level coordinator may be a helpful point of contact in relation to specific
issues.

e Ask your teenager’s school about what types of flexible or blended learning options they offer.

Remember

You can talk with school staff (such as a teacher, wellbeing staff or principal) to find out what support they

can provide to keep your teenager attending and engaged.

USEFUL WEBSITES/CONTACTS

www.raisingchildren.net.au www.headspace.org.au www.education.vic.gov.au

www.youthbeyondblue.org.au www.kidshelp.com.au or phone 1800 55 1800, 24 hours a day, 7 days

Parentline — phone 13 22 89 8.00am to midnight seven days a week

Community News

Library Activities
Phone 1300 374 765 for more information

NDIS

Community information session

IMagnet Bookmarks
Ages 5+

Spring Colouring
Competition
Ages 0+

INever lose your place in a book again by making a magnet bookmark
Come in to any GV Library during ety Sie:curing open ours, & oty

opening hours and work on your
entry for the spring colouring
competition. Feel free to take an
entry home to complete and drop it
back to the library by Sunday the
8th of October.

An overview of the NDIS for people with
disability, their friends, family and carers.

Presented by Nadeane Vaccaro who is Community Engagement Officer

with Intereach, who are delivering the NDIS in the Murrumbidgee area on

Parents or carers need to accompany chidren under 10 years as this is not a
lsupervised program

Paper Mosaic Craft
Ages 5+

Let's tear up some paper and create
beauthul mosarcs

All winners will be notified. Draw your own design of choose

from our selection

Numurkah Library
Tues 26 Sept. 10 30am

behalf of NDIS Partner Social Futures.

Nathalia

Cobram

Venue: Nathalia Community House Venue: Cobram Community House Stained Glass Craft
Ages 5+

Date: Monday 25 September 2017 Date: Tuesday 26 September 2017 Create beaubdul wndow art wih
ceflophane

Balloon Powered Car

Time: 9:30am—11am
Ages 7+

Time: 9:30am—11am

Address: 44 Blake Street, Nathalia Address: 43 Punt Road, Cobram

Make and decorate a balloon powered
car. How fast and how far will yours
travel?

Numurkah Library

Fri 6 Oct, 2.00pm

RSVP: 03 5866 2879 RSVP: 03 5872 2224

Numurkah

Venue: Numurkah Community House

Yarrawonga
Venue: Yarrawonga Neighbourhood House

Rhyme & Story Time
Sessions
Ages 3 to 6 years

Date: Monday 25 September 2017 Date: Tuesday 26 September 2017

Enjoy rhymes, stories and a craft
activity.

Time: 1pm —2:30pm Time: 1:30pm —3pm e 1
ram rary
Address: 99 Melville Street, Numurkah pgdress: 1 Hargrave Crt, Yarrawonga F116 Oct, 10.30am
! Yarrawonga Library
Fni 6 Oct, 10.30am

RSVP: 03 5862 2249 RSVP: 03 5744 3911

Cobram Library
Thurs 28 Sept, 10.30am - 12 30pm

5

Gift Boxes & Bags

Ages 8+ accompanied by
a parent or carer

Leam how 1o make 2 vanety of small
@Mt boxes and gt bags.

Cobram Libeary
Thurs 5 Oct, 10.30am - 12.30pm

Tube Rainbow Blowers
Ages 5+

Create your own colourhd rambow
blower and brghten up your day

Yarrawonga Library
Wed 4 Oct, 11 00am

=

SkillZo»ne

Inspire - Encourage - Develop

‘e

= =

www.skillzonesports.com

ADAM GATCUM OR RICHARD GATCUM

0400 615 145 OR 0497 292 145

skillzone.adamgatcum@gmail.com

skillzone.richard@gmail.com

L

Cobram Sogcerand Wl Sprt Holay Progam.
Yarrawonga Soccer and Multi-Sport Holiday Program
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http://www.raisingchildren.net.au/
http://www.headspace.org.au/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
http://www.youthbeyondblue.org.au/
http://www.kidshelp.com.au/
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